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Happy new year! It seems impossible that another 365 days have flown by, and yet here we are, ready to embark
on this century's version of the Roaring Twenties. I wonder if elegant bespoke coach built chariots in dazzling hues
will once again grace our highways? Probably not, but I can hope!
The SoCal Region has been busy since I last wrote. A picnic with Imperials, Lincolns, and Packards in September;
picture-perfect weather with the NorCal Region in Monterey in October; a fun day at the Automobile Driving
Museum in November; and a grand opening soiree at Cadillac of Beverly Hills in December. Articles about each
are included in this issue.
Also included in this issue is the registration for our annual Winter Car Show and Lunch at Lakewood Country
Club. We will again partner with the Lincoln Continental Owner's Club, and I'm looking forward to another
gathering of excellent people and cars. Please save the date, and come join us!
As some of you may have heard, our Region and the CLC as whole lost a great man with the passing of Roy
Schneider in November. Roy was instrumental in the founding and success of the CLC and the SoCal Region, and
his well-researched books on Cadillacs of the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, as well as the sixteen cylinder cars of the
Classic Era, remain standard reference works and a must for any serious collector's library. On behalf of the
Region, my condolences to his family and friends.
See you on the road!

Craig

SoCal Region Celebrates the Golden Anniversary of the 1970
Cadillac
by Craig Chally

Sunday, November 17, was the perfect day for a car show, and the Automobile Driving Museum (ADM) in El
Segundo was the perfect location for it. For those who have never been, the ADM is that rarest of car museums
where all the cars are fully operational. On Sundays, the museum staff offers patrons rides in a rotating selection
from the collection.
As is tradition for our Fall meet, we recognized those Cadillacs marking the fiftieth anniversary of their
introduction, which this year meant the 1970 model year cars. We were fortunate to have five fine examples of
“motordom’s masterpiece” on display, including three Fleetwood Broughams. The owners of each 1970
Cadillac were presented with a matching pair of engraved tumblers to commemorate the occasion.

The 1970 Cadillacs, L to R: DeVille Convertible (Frank Burns), Fleetwood Brougham (Dayton LaGrua), Fleetwood Eldorado (Jack
Brackx), Fleetwood Brougham (Craig Chally), Fleetwood Brougham (Rob Leonard).

Rayne Sherman was awarded Best of Show for his concours-quality 1952 Series 62 convertible, making its debut
at this show. Jack Brackx won the Award of Excellence for his 1970 Fleetwood Eldorado, a stunning car which
he drives regularly to shows near and far. Thank you to all who attended!

Partying at Cadillac of Beverly Hills

by Rob Leonard

After a 30-year absence, Beverly Hills again has a Cadillac dealership. Based on sales in its first three months, the
new dealership has established itself as the top market in the United States. On December 13th General Motors puton a magnificent party to celebrate this achievement and Cadillac’s return.

About a dozen Southern California Region members, their partners, and their cars joined hundreds of party goers
for this occasion. Festivities included short speeches by the Mayor, both the President and Vice President of
Cadillac, the new Dealership’s owner and its manager, and General Motors executives. The Mayor remarked that
the space, at street level on the corner of Wilshire and Robertson boulevards, was designed for a dealership and
another auto manufacturer had attempted to lease it. They were turned away as Beverly Hills was holding out for
a premium auto brand, which they got in Cadillac.

The party was held in the showroom with a 2020 Escalade, 2020 XT6, the Elmiraj concept, Herman Desser’s 1949
Convertible coupe, Rob Leonard’s 1962 Sedan deVille, and the new CT5-V that was unveiling midway through
the party. An array of CLC member-owned vintage Cadillacs were displayed in the parking area for review by
Cadillac and GM officials.

The evening’s festivities included a “speed artist” that painted a rendering of the CT-5 before our eyes in about
5 minutes, a ceremonial ribbon-cutting and champagne toast, gourmet buffet, sushi bar, regular bar, and a miniCadillac-cupcake wall. With the formal activities complete, the dance floor filled, the DJ cranked-up the music,
and the party continued. It was a very classy affair indeed.

Annual North-South Meet
The 54th annual gathering of California’s Regions took place in Salinas the weekend of October 11-13. Salinas is
the birthplace of Nobel and Pulitzer prize-winning author John Steinbeck and the setting for many of his novels.
The vast quantities and varieties of vegetables and fruits grown in the Salinas Valley are responsible for the
nickname “Salad Bowl of the World.” We all stayed at the Holiday Inn Express and Suites, which provided
excellent accommodations at an affordable rate.

On Saturday our parade of Cadillacs road-tripped to nearby Monterrey to experience the legendary “17 Mile Drive.”
With so many Cadillacs participating it was impossible to successfully caravan, but we all met for lunch at “Sticks”
restaurant at The Inn at Spanish Bay. A scrumptious meal was enjoyed by all while taking-in a breathtaking view.
The afternoon was spent further exploring the Drive and beaches of the Monterrey peninsula.

As you know, traveling in a classic car can present challenges. Two attendees planning to drive vintage Cadillacs
had problems close to home and switched to newer Cadillacs for the trip. Two more vintage Cadillacs experienced
minor breakdowns while in the Monterrey area. Some attendees had previously taken the 17 Mile Drive so they
spent Saturday visiting other sites of interest.

Our banquet that evening was held just a few miles from the hotel at “The Village Restaurant.” It’s a small place
so we pretty much took it over. The owner and his staff treated us like family and served us a delicious meal. After
the banquet, we gathered in the Hospitality Suite to visit with old and new friends. We were having such a good
time that we got a “please quiet down” call from the front desk.

After breakfast on Sunday most headed for home, while others continued their travels to visit family, friends, and
favorite hideaways. We look forward to seeing you at the 55th meeting in the Fall of 2020!

Big 4 American Luxury Car Meet and Picnic
September 8, 2019

The best of Detroit was on display as four American luxury brands glittered at the 2nd Annual Big 4 American
Luxury Car Meet and Picnic on a perfect late summer day at Laguna Niguel Regional Park. The September 8 event
drew about 80 participants and 40 cars, a fantastic showing in only the second year of this very fun event. Imperials,
Cadillacs, Packards, and Lincolns – keen rivals in the marketplace years ago – shared the spotlight in the spirit of
friendship before and during a sumptuous potluck lunch and social.

Displays included a gorgeous red 1934 Packard Phaeton, a Washington D.C. Packard police car, sparkling
convertibles of all four makes plus luxury coupes and sedans. Every car had a unique history and each owner was
eager to share their story. With no vehicle judging, the guests were free to simply enjoy the beauty and deluxe
features of the cars and swap experiences.

A large buffet of appetizers, salads, main dishes, and desserts, plus water and soft drinks filled tummies.
Participants came from as far away as the San Fernando Valley, San Diego, Palm Springs, and even Yuma, AZ and
Albuquerque, NM. Next year, be sure to plan your participation in the Big 4 Meet on October 4, 2020. You won’t
want to miss it!

1953
Cadillac
Convertible
Series 62

Body Style 6267X – CCP
Beautiful Restoration
Contact: Rayne Sherman
Rayne@ShermanDesignGroup.net
562-714-3113

1941
Cadillac
6319

Touring Sedan-5P
Contact: Pete
hiway4usfs@yahoo.com

1961
Cadillac
Eldorado
Biarritz
Convertible

A-1 Auto
Transport
Offers top-of-the line
enclosed auto
transport
and car shipping
services

Cadillac at 100:
Legacy of
Leadership
1902-2006,
Volumes 1 & 2

Restored to Showroom Quality
Loaded w/options
View ad for more details
npetricca@socal.rr.com
Call Bob @ California Dream Cars
(818) 390-3500

Enclosed Auto
Transport Services
(800) 452-2280

Priced reduced for a limited time($69.99)
Free shipping in the Continental US
Contact Omar Prioleau at (323) 376-2205
or email
westofoneten@cs.com

Cadillac & LaSalle Club of Southern California
Merchandise
POLO SHIRTS
The new SoCal CLC Polos are in! Available in RED or BLACK,

in both MEN’s and WOMEN’s cuts. $35 each, postage paid.
Please specify SIZE and COLOR, and include your name,
address, and phone number when ordering.

Perhaps the most endearing feature of these new CLC fender covers
is how great they look. The large old style Cadillac script will
remind you of the days when your car was being serviced at a
dealership many years ago. Many postwar Cadillac distributors,
factory branches, and dealerships used these logo-type fender
covers in their service departments. According to our sources, in
general, fender covers were traditionally red in color prior to 1960
and blue thereafter. However, in some parts of the country, red was
the only color available until recently. Black fender covers have
become popular in recent years (late 1980s and 1990s).
CLC fender covers may be ordered directly from the
Southern California Region. The price is only $45.00
each, or two for $70.00, postpaid.
Please specify color (red or blue) and make checks payable to:

So Cal CLC
5016 W 131st St
Hawthorne, CA 90250-5021

The new SoCal CLC Caps are in! BLACK only
Please include your name, address and phone number when
ordering one size fits all $25.00 each postage paid

SO CAL CLC c/o Linda Leonard
5016 West 131st St
Hawthorne, CA 90250-5021

